MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
his Commissar collected plans for various types of winter
dacha, and that it was the intention of the Commissariat to
build several thousand all-the-year dachas outside Moscow
next year. This seems to me interesting evidence of what the
Webbs call "the multiformity of soviet socialism." The
Mossoviet, looking at the matter largely from the point oJ
view of building a fine city, is concentrating all its energy on
blocks of flats; the Commissariat of Heavy Industry, thinking
mainly of housing its workers conveniently in relation tc
its numerous important factories in Moscow, is turning its
mind to dachas on the outskirts of the city.
ADMINISTRATION
The work of building and managing houses is entrusted
to two departments of the Mossoviet: a building department
under the chief engineer, and a management department
under the housing manager. Each of these departments con-
sists of a group of officials and is responsible to the presidium
of the Mossoviet. I met several of the leading officials in
these two groups and was impressed, not only with theii
competence, but with their uniform keenness and even
enthusiasm for their work*
The elected members of the Mossoviet have no executive
functions in relation to housing. The housing sectior
consists of 172 elected members of the Mossoviet, of whoir
forty are women, and meets every two months. Its routine
business is delegated to a bureau of seven, which includes
the official manager of the housing department.
The secretary of the bureau is a whole-time paid man,
the other members axe workers, who are expected to spenc
two or three hours every other day on the work of the
section.
This work consists in keeping in touch with public opinion
dealing with complaints^ and preventing bureaucracy; ii
seeing that the management of the Mossoviet houses L
carried out efficiently and with due regard to the wishes o
the tenants.
As is explained in Chapter I, all complaints and sugges
tions made at the time of the four-yearly election to th<
Mossoviet are collected and printed in a book. About 25 pe:
cent of these complaints deal with housing and are referrec
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